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Introduction 

Command Intent: 

This is a Community Bushfire Response Plan. Its purpose is to inform operational decision-making when 
establishing protection priorities in response to bushfires affecting this area, particularly when fires are burning 
out of control. 

It reflects the Tasmania Fire Service’s six operational priorities and its intent is to identify community protection 
priorities with particular reference to potential locations of vulnerable groups of people, as well as assets that 
are important for the community’s recovery. 

It also includes hazards, water sources and other features of operational significance. 

Scope: 

This plan is primarily for use by Incident Management Teams. It may also be used by TFS Brigades and other 
fire-fighting resources. It is supported by a Community Bushfire Protection Plan for the community. 

Remember: 

CREW LEADERS: 

 Information in this plan may be modified by the IMT, in response to prevailing conditions.                         
Incident Action Plans (IAPs) therefore take precedence over this plan. 

ON THE FIREGROUND: 

 Fire crew safety is paramount. Use appropriate PPE, follow all applicable SOPs and apply LACES 
(Lookouts, Awareness, Communication, Escape Routes, and Safety Zones).  

 Provide frequent Situation Reports. These will inform critical community warnings and information. 

 If you have completed your assigned task, have lost communications and it is safe to do so, move to the 
next protection priority that is identified in the IAP. If there is no IAP, consider the Public Safety Locations 
and Community Assets listed in this plan to identify the next protection priority. 

Communications Plan:  
     Operations Use 

Assignment VHF UHF MRS Other Roles Name 

Initial Response F18 12  1 (UHF 

RPTR)   

Command F18      

Sector Name: F31 12  1 (UHF 

RPTR)   

Sector Name: F32 13  1 (UHF 

RPTR)   

Sector Name: F33 14  1 (UHF 

RPTR)   

Sector Name: F34 15  1 (UHF 

RPTR)   

Air Operations T39      

FireComm Priority 6336 5698   

 

NOTE:  Implement Communications Plan only when prompted by Incident Controller or FireComm. 
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WHITEMARK including Blue Rocks & Long Point: Area Profile 

The Area: 

Flinders Island: 

 Flinders Island has approximately 807 permanent residents with a land area of 1333 square kilometres.  

 The Island is 75km long and 40km wide and is dominated by coastal landforms, farmland and several 
forested mountain ranges. Winds are predominantly westerlies with coastal sea breezes common 
throughout the summer months. 

 Whitemark, Blue Rocks and Long Point are coastal communities situated within the Flinders Island 
Municipality and located on the mid-western side of Flinders Island. 

Whitemark:  

 Whitemark is the main population centre for the island.  

 This community is centred within Whitemark itself and extends to an outer lying area along Bluff Road 
and Boyes Road, 2.5km north of Whitemark. 

 The township comprises a number of critical infrastructure within either the town boundary or nearby 
such as: 

- Hydro Tasmania Diesel Fired Power Station. 

- Pats River Pump Station and Water Reservoir. 

- Flinders Island Emergency Services Building. 

- Flinders Island District High School. 

- Emergency Co-ordination Centre (Town Hall). 

- Flinders Island Multi-purpose Centre. 

 Agriculture, Tourism and Retail constitute the key forms of commerce for this area. 

Long Point : 

 The area of Long Point and Long Point Road is situated on the western side of Flinders Island within a 
coastal and agricultural land use setting.  

 There are no main concentrations or clusters of residential dwelling but are single dwellings scattered 
within this area. 

 Long Point Road is used to access Long Point Beach and Arthurs Bay Conservation Area. 

 The Flinders Island Airport is located 3.8km South of Long Point and Palana Road junction. 

Blue Rocks: 

 The area of Blue Rocks is situated on the western side of Flinders Island within a coastal and agricultural 
land use setting.  

 There are no main concentrations or clusters of residential dwelling but rather single dwellings scattered 
within this area. 

 There is no known critical infrastructure within this area. 

Flinders Island Airport Facility: 

 Flinders Island main airport is located 5km North of Whitemark and has two 30m wide runways with 
permanent lighting. 

Distances and Traveling Times: 

 155km NE of Launceston Airport (Approx. 30 min plane flight times to Whitemark Airport). 

 172km NE of Youngtown (Approx. 50 min Helicopter flight time to Whitemark / Blue Rocks / Long Point) 

 4.6km to Flinders Island Airport from Whitemark 

 9km from Blue Rocks to Whitemark by road (approximately12 mins in normal driving conditions). 

 25.4km to Lady Barron by road (approximately 32 mins in normal driving conditions). 
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WHITEMARK including Blue Rocks & Long Point: Area Profile 

The Community: 

Important Note: There is no demographical information available specifically for this area from the 2011 
Australian Bureau of Statistics census data. 

 

Based on stakeholder input, the community of Whitemark, Blue Rocks and Long Point has been 
defined as having the following characteristics: 

 

Whitemark Area, including a low density community area to the north: 

 There are approximately 259 permanent residents in Whitemark or 37% of the island’s population living 
on 158 lots of average 1700m2 land size.  

 approximately (15)% of the population is aged 0 - 14 years. 

 approximately (22) % of the population is aged 65+ years. 

 There is seasonal population variation as this area experiences significant population increases during 
summer months. 

 A low density community area exits along Bluff Road, which is 2.5 km north of Whitemark, adjacent to 
the airport and surrounded by agricultural land. There are approximately 23 residences most on 
allotments greater than 3000m2. This area also includes a large Tourist Cabin Park.  

Blue Rocks Area, including Long Point: 

 The Blue Rocks area is a linear shaped community extending from Long Point to Sawyers Bay Road.  

 There are approximately 19 permanent residents including 3 children.  

 There are a number of single dwellings established along a coastal strip of land between Arthur Bay to 
Palana Road that stretches from Long Point Road to Sawyers Bay Road. Some dwellings within this 
area are vulnerable to fire attack due to being surrounded by flammable vegetation such as non-eucalypt 
forest and coastal scrub.  

  The Land: 

Predominant Interface Type: 

Type 1: Structures (Whitemark) 

Type 2: Structures (Blue Rocks & Long Point) 

Community Classification: 

Residential (Whitemark) 

Semi- Residential (Nil) 

Rural (Blue Rocks & Long Point) 

Predominant Vegetation Groups (Tasveg 3.0):  

 There are three main vegetation community groupings for the area of Whitemark, Blue Rocks and Long 
Point and they are as follows: 

 Agricultural Land (FAG) 

 Non eucalypt forest (NAV) 

 Dry scrubland (SDU) 

Predominant Fire Behaviour Potential (BRAM v 2.0 – 25/02/2014): 

 BRAM Version 2, indicates the fire behaviour potential as (HIGH) 

 

Predominant Topographic Characteristics (Slope Classes): 

 Flat (0 - 5⁰) to Gentle (5⁰ - 10⁰) slopes. 
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WHITEMARK including Blue Rocks & Long Point: Area Profile 
Land Tenure within the area: 

 Private Freehold 

 Local Government 

 Public Reserve 

 Conservation Area 

 Crown Land 

Land Managers within the area: 

 Flinders Island Council 

 Parks & Wildlife (Northern Region) 

 DPIPWE 

Reserves and Parks within the area: 

 Arthurs Bay Conservation Area 

 Brougham Sugarloaf Conservation Area 

Recent Fire History, Mitigation & Planning: 

Bushfire: 

 The last recorded wildfire occurred in 2003 originating from a lighting strike on the Darling Range, 10km 
NE of Whitemark. 

Fire Mitigation: 

 No recent Fire mitigation works undertaken. 

Fire & Emergency Management Plans: 

 Region Flinders Island Emergency Management Plan (Flinders Island Council) 

 Fire Action Plan (Parks & Wildlife Service)  

 Northern Strategic Fire Management Plan (Parks & Wildlife Service)  

Access & Egress: 

Major Road Access: 

Lady Barron Road: 

 This is a sealed two lane road and is the main road link between Whitemark and Lady Barron 
Townships. 

Palana Road, (B85): 

 This is the main access road to the northern most reaches of Flinders Island and intersects with Lady 
Barron Road 700m north of Whitemark. 

Other Access Notes: 

Thule Road -  (Whitemark Map Ref, D7) 

 Gravel road with good access for all firefighting appliances. 

Bluff and Boyes Road – (Whitemark Map Ref, B2) 

 Sealed road with good access for all firefighting appliances. 

Long Point Road - (Long Point Map Ref, C3) 

 The first 1.2km of this road has good access for all appliances but then deteriorates to access suitable 
for 5.1 firefighting units only due to narrow track width, low ground clearance & no passing bay 
opportunities. 
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WHITEMARK including Blue Rocks & Long Point: Area Profile 
Boat Access: 

Boat ramp access is available from: 

 Whitemark Wharf / Boat Ramp 

 Refer to Whitemark Map, C8 

 Grid Co-ordinate Ref: 586459mE : 5558254mN 

 

Community Communications: 

Languages: 

Important Note: There is no demographical information available specifically for this area from the 2011 
Australian Bureau of Statistics census data. 

Community feedback indicates:  

 The majority of residents ‘only speak English at home’ 

 It is possible that some visitors to the area may speak another language other than English. 

 

Community & stakeholder feedback about communications: 

Mobile phone reception: 

 ‘Good’ for Whitemark 

 ‘Patchy’ for Blue Rocks and Long Point  

Radio reception for ABC Local Radio (91.7FM): 

 ‘Good’ for Whitemark & Long Point  

 ‘Poor’ for Blue Rocks 

VHF Radio reception (F18): 

 Is considered as ‘Poor’ to ‘Patchy’ 

 

Other Notes: 

Local emergency broadcaster tower locations servicing this area: 

Hayes Hill RT  

 This is a small 3G Mobile Base Station located off Thule Rd, North East of Whitemark. 

 Mobile coverage for Whitemark area, Grid Co-ordinate Ref: 589091mE: 5558794m.  

 Vulnerable to fire due to proximity to bushland. 

Whitemark Receiver Tower and Exchange Centre  

 This is located adjacent the Whitemark Post Office and considered Low vulnerability to bushfire attack 

VHF radio tower locations servicing this area:  

 Flinders Island (F18) and transmitted from Walkers Lookout, located on the southern end of Darling 
Ranges. 

Forestry Tasmania and Parks and Wildlife VHF Voting Group: 

 Bass East 11 (T3, T4) 

 Additional Communication Capability 

Satellite Phones: 

 There are three (3) dedicated satellite phones on the Island that can be utilised between three response 
agencies (TFS, SES & Police) and where communication is considered poor or patchy. 

Tasmanian Police Radio network: 

 There are 3 digital (EDAC radios) on the island and have whole of island signal coverage. 

Hydro Tasmania Radio network: 

 There a 12 (TMR radios) programmed with a “Police Liaison” channel. 



Community Bushfire Response Plan: WHITEMARK AREA Including: Blue Rocks & Long Point  
Issue: January 2014 (Version 1.0) Page 7 of 21 

WHITEMARK including Blue Rocks & Long Point: Area Profile 

Local Knowledge Emergency Response Contacts: 

Identified contacts to consult for further local information and advice: 

 

Name Details Contact Details 

 

1. Refer to Flinders Island Emergency Management Plan               Emergency Mgt. Contact List  
 

2. Sub Plan to Flinders Island Emergency Management Plan         Flinders Communication Plan                                        
 

 
  

 

   
 

Community Fire Refuges: 

 Community Fire Refuges may be used during operations as another safety option for people in bushfire 
affected areas. 

 The TFS Incident Controller makes the request to open a community fire refuge, in partnership with SES, 
Councils and DHHS. 

 Alerts, Standby, Response and Stand-Down instructions are usually coordinated by SES. 

 The current arrangements for community fire refuge operations are available on the TFS website 
(publicly available). 

 Currently identified options for use as community fire refuges are listed on the TFS intranet: Info 
Centre/Operations/Community Fire Refuge. 

 

Community Fire Refuge (CFR) Options: 

Venue Address Grid Reference 

Whitemark Municipal Hall 9 Patrick Street, Whitemark E586651 N5558176 

Lady Barron Hall 10 Main Street, Lady Barron E605457 N5548128 
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Map 
Reference 

Description Location 

Grid Reference 

Manager/Titleholder 

Comments OPERATIONS USE ONLY 

Resource 
Type 

Assignment 

P
ri

o
ri

ty
 

      

PUBLIC SAFETY PRIORITIES: 

FIRE-GROUND INSTRUCTIONS: 

 If there is direct threat to life, evacuate to a nearby safer place if possible/safe. 

 Protect vulnerable people at nearby safer places and vulnerable group locations. 

 
1
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

Grid: C8 

Nearby Safer Place 

Whitemark 
Municipal Hall 

 Grid Reference: 

586651mE 
5558176mN 

 Lat / Long: 

 40⁰ 07’ 19.6” 

      148⁰ 01’ 0.94” 

 Flinders Island 
Council 

 This NSP is also classified as a 
Community Fire Refuge 

 Likely to contain evacuees from 
nearby hospital, aged care and 
child care facilities.  

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack or ember attack or 
radiant heat 

   

 
2
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

Grid: A1 

Nearby Safer Place 

Flinders Island 
Airport 

 Grid Reference: 

585677mE 

     5561664mN 

 Lat / Long: 

40⁰ 05’ 27.4” 

     148⁰ 00’ 18.1” 

 Flinders Island 
Council 

 FDR Rating for use as NSP:  

Catastrophic (FDR 100+) 

 Assessed as  ‘open space’ 

 24hr “on –call” contact mobile 
phone No. 0429813929 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack or ember attack or 
radiant heat 

   

 
1
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

Grid: C8 

Vulnerable Group 
Location 

Multi – Purpose 
Centre 

 Grid Reference: 

586685mE 

     5558302mN 

 Lat / Long: 

40⁰ 07’ 16.0” 

     148⁰ 01’ 2.34” 

 DHSS 

 Multi service facility 

 Hospital 

 Medical centre 

 Aged care facility 

 Facility may be subject to high 
smoke levels 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack or ember attack or 
radiant heat 

 People located here likely to be 
vulnerable: 

 Sick/injured 

 Elderly 

 Young Children 

 Such people should not be 
moved but protected on site 

 Also classified as a Community 
Asset 

 Phone: (03) 63592122 
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Map 
Reference 

Description Location 

Grid Reference 

Manager/Titleholder 

Comments OPERATIONS USE ONLY 

Resource 
Type 

Assignment 

P
ri

o
ri

ty
 

      

 
2
 

Map: 

Whitemark 

Grid: C8 

Vulnerable Group 
Location 

Furneaux Child 
Care Centre 

 Grid Reference: 

585677mE 

5561664mN 

 Lat / Long: 

40⁰ 07’ 18.8” 

148⁰ 01’ 1.95” 

 

 Northern 
Children’s Network 

 Child Care Centre 

 Day care 

 After School Care 

 Holiday / vacation care 

 Facility may be subject to high 
smoke levels. 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack, ember attack or 
radiant heat. 

 People located here likely to be 
vulnerable: 

 Young Children 

 Such people should not be 
moved but protected on site 

 Also classified as a Community 
Asset 

 Phone: (03) 63592007 

   

 
3
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

Grid: 

F6 

Vulnerable Group 
Location 

Flinders Island 
District School 

Thule Street 

 Grid Reference: 

588218mE 

5559273mN 

 

Dept. Education 

 Facility may be subject to high 
smoke levels. 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack, ember attack or 
radiant heat. 

 Also classified as a Community 
Asset 

 Good onsite water reticulation  

   

 

 

 

BUSHFIRE READY SCHOOLS: 

FIRE-GROUND INSTRUCTIONS: 

 No actions required unless school is classified as a nearby safer place, vulnerable group 
location, community asset, or is directly under threat. 

 
1 

Map: 

Whitemark 

Grid: F6 

Flinders Island 
District School 

 Thule Street 

 Grid Reference: 

588218mE 

5559273mN 

 

 Dept. Education 

 This school has not been 
classified as a BFRS 

 

 (74) students 

 (23) staff 

 

 Also classified as a Vulnerable 
Location & Community Asset 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Bushfire Response Plan: WHITEMARK AREA Including: Blue Rocks & Long Point  
Issue: January 2014 (Version 1.0) Page 10 of 21 

IDENTIFIED HAZARDS: 

FIRE-GROUND INSTRUCTIONS: 

 Ensure people are safe from hazards.  

 Consider evacuating the area adjacent to the hazard, or if resources allow, protecting the 
hazard or protecting exposures.  

 Mark hazards with Yellow & Black flagging tape. 

 
 

Map: 

Grid: N/A 

Power lines, lines 
and Transformers 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from Aurora: 

  

Notes from Transend: 

No infrastructure in this area. 

 

 

  

 
 

Map:   

Grid:  

Livestock    Various types of livestock are present within 
this area (horses, sheep, and cattle). 

 Livestock may cause a road hazard if roaming 
freely. 

 Floats/trucks may be used to transport animals. 

  

 1
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

Grid: A1 

Flinders Island 
Airport 

 Grid Reference: 

585677mE 

5561664mN 

 Lat / Long: 

40⁰ 05’ 27.4” 

148⁰ 00’ 18.1” 

Flinders Island 
Council 

 Bulk fuel in above ground storage bunker. 

 Capacity: 55,000 litres  

- Jet A1    (UN 1863 / HAZCHEM  1863) 

- Av Gas   (UN 1203 / HAZCHEM  3(Y) E) 

 

  

 
2 

 Map: 

Whitemark 

Grid:  E7 

Whitemark Power 
Station 

+ 

Hydro Pole 
storage 

 Thule Road 

 Grid Reference: 

587691mE 

5558827mN 

 

 Lat / Long: 

40⁰ 06’ 58.6” 

148⁰ 01’ 44.5” 

 

 Hydro Tasmania 

 This site has an Emergency Management 
Response Plan, three external fire hydrants and 
fire control equipment. 

 Flammable liquid storage and capacity stored 
onsite is as follows: 

1. Underground diesel storage:  

 Capacity is108,000 litres 

 UN 1202  /  HAZCHEM 3(Y) 

2. Above ground diesel storage (Day tanks): 

 Capacity is 4000 litres 

 UN 1202  /  HAZCHEM 3(Y) 

3. Above ground oil storage: 

 Capacity is 9500 litres 

 UN –  /  HAZCHEM 2(Y) 

 

  

 
3 

Map:  

Whitemark 

Grid: C8 

Lees Garage  Grid Reference: 

586497mE 

5558397mN 

 

 LPG 9kg and 45kg LPG gas bottles 

 Quantity: Multiple ( <50) 9kg containers 

 UN number: 1075 

 HAZCHEM: 2YE 

 Vulnerable to ember attack from the northern 
side. 

  

 
4 

Map:  

Whitemark 

 

Grid: C8 

 

Killiecrankie 
Enterprises 

 Grid Reference: 

586683mE 

5558394mN 

 

 LPG ‘Swap and Go’ gas exchange  

 Quantity: Multiple ( <50) 9kg containers 

 UN number: 1075 

 HAZCHEM: 2YE 

 Vulnerable to ember attack from the northern 
side. 
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COMMUNITY ASSETS: 

FIRE-GROUND INSTRUCTIONS: 

 Ensure Public Safety Priorities are protected. 

 Protect community assets if resources are available. 

 
1
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

 

Grid: C8 

 

Whitemark 
Municipal Hall 

+ 

Emergency Co-
ordination Centre 

 Access via Patrick 
street 

 Grid Reference: 

586651mE 
5558176mN 

 

 Flinders Island 
Council 

 

 

 Important Community Asset 

 Also classed as a NSP / CFR 

 Designated as Flinders Island 
Emergency Co-ordination Centre 

 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack, ember attack or 
radiant heat. 

 

 Access: all units 

   

 
2
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

 

Grid: E7 

Whitemark Power 
Station 

+ 

Hydro Pole 
storage 

 Access via Thule 
Road 

 Grid Reference: 

587691mE 

5558827mN 

 Lat / Long: 

40⁰ 06’ 58.6” 

148⁰ 01’ 44.5” 

 Hydro Tasmania 

 Important Community Asset 

 Also classed as a Hazard 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack, ember attack or 
radiant heat. 

 Access: all units 

 

   

 
3
 

Map: 
Whitemark 

Grid: H7 

Communication 
Tower 

 Located on Hayes 
Hill 

 Access via Thule 
Road 

 Grid Reference: 

589091mE 
5558794mN 

 Telstra Mobile Base Station  

 Vulnerable to fire due to proximity 
to bushland. 

 Access: all units 

   

 
4
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

Grid: A1 

Flinders Island 
Airport 

 Grid Reference: 

585677mE 

     5561664mN 

 Flinders Island 
Council 

 Also classed as a NSP 

 

 24hr “on –call” contact mobile 
phone No. 0429813929 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack, ember attack or 
radiant heat. 

 Facility may be subject to high 
smoke levels from a north 
westerly approaching fire. 

 Access: all units 

   

 
5
 

Map:  

Whitemark 

Grid: F6 

Flinders Island 
District High 
School 

 Access via Thule 
Road 

 Grid Reference: 

588218mE 

5559273mN 

 Dept. Education 

 Important Community Asset 

 Also classed as a Vulnerable 
Group 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack, ember attack or 
radiant heat. 

 Access: all units 

   

 
6
 

Map: 

Whitemark 

Grid: C8 

Multi – Purpose 
Centre 

 Access via James 
Street 

 Grid Reference: 

586685mE 

     5558302mN 

 DHSS 

 Important Community Asset 

 Also classed as a Vulnerable 
Group 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack, ember attack or 
radiant heat. 

 Access: all units 

   

  
7
 

Map: 

Whitemark 

Grid: C8 

Furneaux Child 
Care Centre 

 Access via James 
Street 

 Grid Reference: 

585677mE 

     5561664mN 

 Also classed as a Vulnerable 
Group 

 Facility is not vulnerable to 
bushfire attack, ember attack or 
radiant heat. 

 Access: all units 
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pump. 

 Tas Water – NE Manager M: 0438546511 

 
8
 

Map: 

South Pats 
River 

Grid:  G9 

Heli- attack / water 
pick up point 

 

Henderson’s Dam 

(town water 
supply storage) 

 

Tas Water 

  

 Grid Reference: 

588904mE 

5562404mN 

 

 Lat / Long: 

40⁰ 05’ 22.2” 

148⁰ 02’ 34.0” 

 

 Access via Harleys Road and paddock access 
track suitable for all appliances. 

 Helicopter Access: 

- Draught from dam using bambi-bucket 
- Water level may vary during summer and 

should be checked with Tas Water prior to 
dispatching a helicopter. 
 

Note: Potential contamination of town water supply. 

- Avoid the use of fire retardant or foam 
additives. 

- Avoid refuelling of portable or appliance 
pumps within 50m of water source. 
 

 Appliance Access: all appliances 

 Method: Draught using appliance or portable 
pump. 

 Tas Water – NE Manager M: 0438546511 

  

 
9
 

Map: 

Whitemark 

Grid:  D1 

Static Water 
Supply at: 

 

South Pats River 

 

 At bridge crossing, 
Memana Rd 

 Grid Reference: 

586970mE 

5561840mN 

 

 Access from the edge of bridge crossing 

 Access: All units 

 Method: Draught using appliance or portable 
pump. 
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Glossary of Key Terms  
 

Area Map  A map of a community area, covering a geographical extent of 4 km x 4.5 km (2 km x 2.5 km – 
large scale maps), at a scale of 1:15,000 (1:7,500 – large scale maps). 
 

Bushfire Ready 
Schools (BFRS) 

 

 Educational facilities that have been assessed by TFS for bushfire safety.                                
Category 1: meets default separation distances; protect in place is an option.                               
Category 2: doesn’t meet default separation distances; mitigation work required before protect in 

place is an option.                                                                                                                       
Category 3: doesn’t meet default separation distances; protect in place is not an option. 
 

Census Data                       
(ABS Demographics) 

Census collection areas do not correspond geographically to community bushfire plan areas. 
Statistical data presented in the plan relates to a census area, which covers a community plan 
area. (Refer: Australian Bureau of Statistics Collection Area Maps). 
 

Communications             
(Radio) 

Good:  Signal strength is generally strong, and coverage is thorough.                                        
Patchy:  Signal strength fluctuates, and coverage is variable.                                                         
Poor:  Signal strength is generally weak, and coverage is minimal or non-existent. 
 

Community An area in Tasmania where people reside, defined in this context by a geographical extent.   
 

Community Asset       

 

A feature located in a community area, near the urban interface, and identified by stakeholders and 
the community as being of high value, and/or importance for community recovery and resilience 
after a bushfire. 
 

Community Bushfire 
Protection Plan (CPP) 

A bushfire plan for community members, to support their personal Bushfire Protection Plans.          
The focus of the Bushfire Protection Plan is on safety options. 
 

Community Bushfire 
Response Plan (CRP) 

A bushfire pan for Incident Management Teams, TFS brigades and emergency management 
agencies. The Response Plan is designed to assist response, management, planning and recovery. 
 

Community Fire Refuge  
(CFR) 

Community fire refuges are buildings that have been identified by the Tasmania Fire Service in 
partnership with councils and other government agencies that offer basic amenities including 
temporary shelter, drinking water and toilet facilities. They are for people who leave bushfire 
affected areas and do not go somewhere else of their own choosing. E.g. homes of friends or 
family. 
 

Community Classification  Residential: Populated areas characterised by low to medium density residential development.                                                                     
Semi-Rural: Populated areas characterised by low density residential development set within the 

natural bushland or semi-rural environment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Rural: Populated areas characterised by broad-acre allotments, set within natural & rural 

landscapes.                                                                                                                                    
Industrial: Populated areas characterised by industrial-style development. 
 

Distance & Travel Times Distance: Distance (in kilometres) is an approximation of straight-line distance.                                                                                                                    
Travel Time: Travel time (in minutes) is an approximation of the travel time by road, or air 

(helicopter), and is calculated using speed limits and distances.  
 

Fire Behaviour Potential  
(FBP) 

A component of the Bushfire Risk Assessment Model (BRAM v2.0, DPIPWE).                           
Defined as the factors that would affect the development and propagation of a fire.                            
Fire Behaviour Potential is modelled by combining three spatial layers:                                               
◦ Head Fire Intensity        ◦ Slope Factor        ◦ Fire Flammability                                                   
(Refer: Parks & Wildlife Service, Regional Fire Management Plans). 

There are 5 Fire Behaviour Potential categories:                                                                                                                     
◦ Non-Classified        ◦ Low        ◦ Moderate        ◦ High        ◦ Extreme 
 

Fire Danger Rating            
(FDR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FIRE DANGER RATING RECOMMENDED ACTION 

CATASTROPHIC  FDR 100+ 
Leaving is the ONLY safe option for your survival – regardless of any 
plan to stay and defend.  

EXTREME  FDR 75-99 Leaving is the safest option for your survival.  

SEVERE  FDR 50-74 
Leaving is the safest option for your survival. Only stay if your home is 
well prepared and you can actively defend it.  

VERY HIGH  FDR  25-49 Only stay if your home is well prepared and you can actively defend it.  

HIGH  FDR  12-24 
Know where to get more information and monitor the situation for any 
changes.  

LOW-MODERATE  FDR  0-11 
Know where to get more information and monitor the situation for any 
changes.  
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Identified Hazard       

 

A feature located in a community area, near the urban interface, and that has been identified as 
potentially causing harm, damage or adverse health effects to people (public or emergency 
personnel) during a major bushfire. Includes hazardous materials, high voltage electricity etc. 
 

Interface Type Describes the predominant urban interface type within the community area.                                             
Type 1: Structures adjoin bushland fuels – clear delineation between built & natural 

environments.                                                                                        

Type 2: Structures scattered within bushland fuels – built & natural environments are blended.     
                                                              

Land Tenure          ◦ Crown Land            
◦ Conservation Area 
◦ National Park     

◦ Forest Reserve       
◦ Private Freehold     
◦ Game Reserve   

◦ Welling ton Park     
◦ State Forest           
◦ Nature Reserve                      

◦ Commonwealth      
◦ Local Government   
◦ Hydro Electric Crp 

 Sourced from DPIPWE Land Tenure dataset. 
 

Land Manager The organisation responsible for the management of a parcel of land. E.g. Forestry Tasmania.   
Note: the land manager may not be the land owner. Sourced from DPIPWE Cadastre dataset. 
 

Major Road Access The most suitable (safest/direct) roadway means of access and egress in a community area.                                                                                                     
Note: some Major Road Access routes may be hazardous in bushfire conditions.    
  

Nearby Safer Place (NSP)             

 

A nearby safer place (NSP) is a place of last resort for people during a major bush fire. It forms part 
of a Bushfire Survival Plan. A NSP is somewhere close-by that can be reached quickly and safely 
and gives shelter from radiant heat. Individuals are advised to identify their own NSPs, and TFS 
may identify NSPs within a community area.                                                                                                                            
 

‘Operations Use Only’        
Area List Columns 

Resources Type: an estimate of the minimum resource types (e.g. light, medium, heavy tankers) 

required to protect the life or property asset.                                                                            
Assignment: the resource types and designations (e.g. Hobart 3.1) assigned to protect a feature. 
Priority: an assessment of the priority for protection of features, based on fire behaviour, life risk, 

safety and other considerations.  
 

Public Safety Priorities Localities that have been identified through consultation, as being places where people may 
gather, or where groups of people may be at risk during a major bushfire. This includes nearby 
safer places (NSP) and vulnerable group locations (V).   
 

Recent Fire History,  
Mitigation & Planning 

Fire/Mitigation: Wildfire or prescribed fire, recorded within the last 5 years, of a continuous size 

greater than 2 hectares, which may provide some tactical advantage.                                            
Emergency & Fire Management Plans: Plans produced by other agencies that may provide 

essential emergency management information. 
 

Reserves & Parks Major nature and recreation reserves in the area. These may be of high environmental, economic 
and/or social value, and may need special consideration. 
 

Topography                           
(Slope Classes) 

 

 

 
 

Predominant gradients within a community area. 

Flat:                  
Gentle:          
Moderate:   
Moderate – Steep:  
Steep: 

0 ° – 5 °                  
5 ° – 10 °                    
10 ° – 15 °                
15 ° – 20 °                
> 20 ° 

0% – 9%                         
9% – 17%                         
17% – 27%                          
27% – 36%                              
> 36 % 

0 – 1:11                      
1:11 – 1:6                 
1:6 – 1:3.7                
1:3.7 – 1:1.27             
> 1:1.27 

Vulnerable Group Location  

 

A locality that has been identified, through community consultation, as a place where people may 
gather, or people may need assistance during a major bushfire. Located within a distance of 100 
meters from the urban interface. 
 

Vegetation Groups Vegetation is derived from Tasveg (v2.0, DPIPWE), vegetation community groupings:  

◦ Agricultural land                                               
◦ Dry eucalyptforest & woodland                       
◦ Highland treeless vegetation                            
◦ Moorland, sedge land, rush land & peat land  
◦ Native forest & woodland                                 
◦ Scrub, heathland & coastal complexes                          

◦ Non-eucalypt forest & woodland    
◦ Plantation                                       
◦ Rainforest & related scrub                 
◦ Saltmarsh & wetland                      
◦ Native grassland                            
◦ Wet eucalypt forest & woodland 

  
 

Water Point             

 

A source of water for firefighting operations, that is accessible and suitable.                              
Includes static supply (E.g. dams) or pressure fed supply (E.g. hydrants).                                    
Note: water points identified are perennial supplies (available year-round), unless otherwise 
stated.       
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Response Map Legend 

 

Planning Methodology 
 

 The community protection planning framework uses a contextualised emergency risk assessment methodology that is 
consistent with Australian/New Zealand Standards AS/NZS ISO 3100:2009 Risk management ï Principles and guidelines, and 
adheres to the principles set out in the National Emergency Risk Assessment Guidelines (NERAG, 2010).  
 

Disclaimer  
 

 

 This document is intended for use by authorised persons only. It may contain confidential or privileged information.  

 Copying, dissemination, or use of this document by unauthorised persons is prohibited.  

 The information herein is current for the date of publication.  

 While every effort has been taken to ensure the validity and accuracy of the data presented in this document, the Tasmania 
Fire Service does not take responsibility for data error or omission.   

 Authorised users should satisfy themselves that the data is applicable for the conditions existing on the day it’s relied upon. 
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